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New National Marine Sanctuary Nomination 
Announcement of final Criteria and Process 

  

by Carol Georgi and Karl Kempton,  Former Energy 
Planner for San Luis Obispo County,  Lead Author of 
Proposed Central Coast National Marine Sanctuary, 

1990  

 

Nomination Video by NOAA 

http://youtu.be/30ewPS2eJjU 

 

Sanctuary Nomination Video Transcript 

This is Edward James Olmos. For the first time in years, the 
doors have been opened to establish new National Marine 
Sanctuaries. 

I challenge everyone who cares about our Nation's ocean 
and coasts to make your voice heard. 

This isn’t just about the environment. It’s about taking a 
stand for the special places you hold dear. 

This is your chance to let America know - to let the world 
know - that 'this place matters to me.' 

We have an opportunity to make a difference and it’s up to 
all of us to take responsibility – for ourselves and for future 
generations. 
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Introduction 

On June 13, 2014, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) announced a final rule re-establishing 
the process for communities seeking national marine 
sanctuary designation. 

San Luis Obispo County’s General Plan requires the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) to seek marine sanctuary protection. 
Historically, in 1990, the BOS vote was unanimous supporting 
the nomination document titled PROPOSAL TO EXTEND THE 
MORRO BAY SITE DESIGNATION CANDIDACY TO INCLUDE 
OUTER WATERS BETWEEN MILL CREEK, MONTEREY COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA, AND THE SOUTHERN FLANK OF POINT SAL, 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CALIIFORNIA. The idea of 
proposing a national marine sanctuary to fight off shore oil 
extraction threat was first proposed by District 2 supervisor, 
Bill Coy in 1989. 

June 18, 2014 email from Lisa Wooninck, Policy 
Coordinator of NOAA Sanctuaries, West Coast Regional 
Office 

Announcement of Final Criteria and Process for the Sanctuary 
Nomination Process: 
 
On June 13, 2014 NOAA published a final rule re-establishing 



the process by which the American public can nominate 
nationally significant marine and Great Lakes areas as potential 
new national marine sanctuaries 
(see http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-13/pdf/2014-
13807.pdf).  NOAA is taking this step to address the growing 
number of requests for new national marine sanctuaries from a 
variety of interested constituents from around the country.   
 
This action will help fulfill NOAA's mandate under the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act to identify marine areas of special national 
significance and supports the administration's goals of ensuring 
healthy coastal communities and economies. Now, for the first time in 
19 years, communities may nominate their treasured marine place as 
a national marine sanctuary.  While this action allows communities 
from around the country to nominate a national marine sanctuary, it 
does not guarantee sanctuary designation, nor does it add new 
regulations to areas in the marine environment or Great Lakes. 
 
More information - next steps	  
	  
NOAA's website for the Sanctuary Nomination 
process (http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/) has information 
describing the nomination process, including the list of criteria and 
considerations that NOAA will use to evaluate nominations. NOAA 
expects the nomination review process to take approximately three to 
six months. Once the review is complete, successfully nominated 
sites will be placed in an inventory of areas NOAA could consider for 
national marine sanctuary designation.	  
 
Once an area is placed in the inventory, NOAA may consider 
beginning the multi-year, highly participatory designation process for 
that area. Being in the inventory does not guarantee that NOAA will 
designate that area as a national marine sanctuary in the future, and 
it does not establish any regulations or limit activities in the area. 
 
Typically, marine sanctuary designations take three to five years. The 
designation process depends on a range of factors, including the 
complexity of the area, the proposed regulations, the level of support 
from current user groups, and agency resources. 



 
This is America's opportunity to protect its treasured places and 
ensure that they, and the resources contained within, are conserved 
for generations to come. 
 
Please share this announcement with members of your 
community.  Thank you for your participation and continued 
engagement in national marine sanctuaries. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Wooninck 
 
Press 
Release: http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/press/2014/pr061014.html 
Nomination Website: http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/ 
Federal Register Notice: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-
13/pdf/2014-13807.pdf 
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Background 

Grassroots efforts for National Marine Sanctuary designation 
off the coast of San Luis Obispo County, CA have occurred 
since before 1990 when the proposal document was 
approved by the San Luis Obispo Board of Supervisors, and 
then twice proposed in Congress, but it failed to reach the 
House floor. Karl Kempton, the lead author of that proposal 



(linked in the above title), has waited for 24 years for the 
opportunity to submit another proposal to NOAA for most of 
the same area. 

In 2009, Carol Georgi coordinated the formation of the 
Marine Sanctuary Alliance with the Santa Lucia Chapter of 
the Sierra Club and the San Luis Obispo Chapter of the 
Surfrider Foundation. This grassroots effort now includes 
many local, state, national, and international organizations 
and individuals supporting establishing a National Marine 
Sanctuary. 

When the groups realized the common thread among all of 
the San Luis Obispo coastal cities and county and those on 
the western coast of Santa Barbara County is the history of 
the Chumash Native American villages and culture, the 
name of the proposed Sanctuary became, “Chumash 
Heritage National Marine Sanctuary.”  

The Chumash cultural heritage was part of the 1990 
proposal and at that time unique among proposals sent to 
NOAA. Staff members at NOAA commented about the 
uniqueness of such a thorough Native American cultural 
element being included in a proposed nomination document. 

Led by Fred Collins, Tribal Administrator of the Northern 
Chumash Tribal Council (NCTC), many came together to 
form the Chumash Heritage Sanctuary Group and write the 
beginning proposal. 
http://www.slocoastjournal.com/docs/archives/2013/oct/pa
ges/chumash.html  These dedicated volunteers are an 
exceptional and fun working group. The Proposed Chumash 
Sanctuary website  http://chumashsanctuary.com has more 
information and most of the Marine Sanctuary articles 
written over the past 5 years for the digital SLO Coast 
Journal.  

Conclusion	  



Please	  join	  our	  effort	  for	  designation	  of	  the	  Chumash	  Heritage	  
National	  Marine	  Sanctuary	  by	  signing	  in	  on	  the	  	  contact	  page	  	  
http://chumashsanctuary.com/contact/	  where	  you	  can	  enter	  
your	  information.	  The	  symbols	  of	  Social	  media,	  such	  as	  
facebook	  and	  twitter	  are	  at	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  contact	  page	  for	  
you	  to	  share	  this	  website	  with	  others.	  Please	  do	  share	  and	  join	  
the	  excitement.	  
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