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Earth is a blue planet where marine ecosystems thrive unless 
humans take and pollute marine ecosystems to extinction and 
everyone’s loss. Over the past sixty years, the residents of 
central coastal California have seen a gradual loss to the 
thrivibility of marine life and essential marine ecosystems.  

“The Chumash are the First Peoples of this land and have 
thrived as a maritime culture along this coastline enjoying its 
magnificent beauty.” Thrivibility of ocean ecosystems is an 
extremely important Chumash value from which we can all 
learn. See Northern Chumash Tribal Council 
http://northernchumash.wordpress.com  

“Learning about the ways in which the indigenous people of 
California appropriated plants and animals for cultural uses 
while allowing them to flourish can help us to change the 
ways in which we interact with nature today.” M. Kat 
Anderson, Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and 
the Management of California’s Natural Resources. 

The concept of sustainability, while considered a lofty and 
progressive ideal within the wider philosophy of 
environmental protection, has a major flaw.  Given the actual 
political process with its gives and takes among the variety of 
vested interests, the bench mark for sustaining a particular 
area at its current level is where political compromise begins. 
That is to say, the variables required to actually sustain a 
system become unreachable. Thus, the very attempt to work 
for sustaining the planet at its current state actually maintains 
the downward spiral. 



 

 

The following video by Brian Jeffery is a visual way to describe 
thrivibility of marine ecosystems. In August 2012, humpback 
whales, hundreds of marine birds and other marine life came 
into San Luis Bay near Avila Beach in central coastal California. 
This event lasted a few days and caused a viral social media 
explosion of wonder and enjoyment around the world.  

video - Humpback Whales in San Luis Bay by Brian Jeffrey 

http://youtu.be/rkHmcS1-teM 

However, according to many residents, the thrivibility in San 
Luis Bay has been gone for two years after the intense seismic 
testing by PG&E that resumed when the humpback whales left 
in August 2012. In order to have 3D images of the land 
beneath the ocean, loud sounds up to 242 decibels were shot 
into most of the nearshore central coastal California ocean. 
Underwater, intense loud sounds create sound pressure waves 
that move through bodies and can cause embolisms, hearing 
loss, and death. Much of the sealife was destroyed or left the 
area. However, to our knowledge, no one did a marine life 
count before or after the seismic testing. Many residents 
noticed the local media failed to cover the story of the loss of 
marine ecosystem thrivibility along central coastal California. 

These photos taken different years of the same rock in Shell 
Beach visually show the stark difference between thrivibility 
and destruction.  



 

 

 
photo by Karl Kempton 2009 pelicans thriving 

photo by Karl Kempton 2012 no pelicans 



 

 

 

 

Two years later in 2014, residents of Shell Beach have 
witnessed the return of many marine bird populations and can 
see whales breaching a few miles from shore. 

 

 

  

 
photo - Pelicans thriving again in Shell Beach July 25 2014 by 
Karl Kempton 

 

 

Sylvia Earle, legendary ocean researcher, inspires us to care 
about the health of the ocean in a new video, “Mission Blue,” 
by Netflix. Earle’s mission is to protect the ocean area as we 



 

 

do on land. Earle states that the “Blue Heart” of the earth is 
the ocean. Mission Blue is a documentary directed by Robert 
Nixon and Fisher Stevens inspired by Earle’s 2009 TED talk 
where she proposed her wish to protect our oceans. 

video – Trailer for Mission Blue by Netflix 

http://youtu.be/B1wp2MQCsfQ 

 

 video  – TED talk by Sylvia Earle 

http://www.ted.com/talks/sylvia_earle_s_ted_prize_wish_to_p
rotect_our_oceans 

Conclusion 

Establishing new National Marine Sanctuaries in special places 
is a way to assist ocean and lake communities to offer ocean 
education that can bring and continue thrivibility to essential 
marine ecosystems.  

Thrivibility of marine ecosystems is the goal of the proposed 
Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary. 
http://chumashsanctuary.com Please sign here 
http://chumashsanctuary.com/contact/ to support the 
grassroots effort toward the designation of the proposed 
Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary.  

 

  
 

 

 
 


