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$23 million dollars per year 

600 new jobs 

Introduction 

A report released September 2014 provides potential 
economic benefits for the California Central Coast, 
particularly San Luis Obispo County, if a National Marine 
Sanctuary were designated along the coast. The Executive 
Summary of the report states, “Our results show that overall, 
the proposed Central Coast National Marine Sanctuary could 
add, at minimum 23 million dollars per year to the local 
economy and create almost 600 new jobs.”  

Report 

“The Potential Economic Impacts of the Proposed Central 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary” 
http://santalucia.sierraclub.org/Econ%20Report%20for%20
Sierra%20Club%209-25-14.pdf 

Authors 

Jason Scorse, Ph.D., Director of the Center for the Blue 
Economy at Monterey Institute of International Studies (a 
graduate school of Middlebury College) 



Judith Kildow, Ph.D., Director of the National Ocean 
Economics Program at the Center for the Blue Economy 

 

Center for the Blue Economy in Monterey, California 

The Center for the Blue Economy’s mission is to 
demonstrate the interdependence of a healthy ocean and a 
strong economy and to make stewarding the “Blue 
Economy” a top global priority. Center of the Blue Economy 
website 
http://www.miis.edu/academics/researchcenters/blue-
economy 

 

Press Release 

The October 7, 2014 press release 
https://california2.sierraclub.org/sites/california.sierraclub.or
g/files/documents/2014/10/SLO%20NMS%20Report%20Pre
ss%20Release%20Final%20100214.pdf 

Sierra Club California gives an overview of the economic 
report in their press release. Michael Thornton, an organizer 
with Sierra Club California said, “San Luis Obispo has long 
been identified as a prime candidate for sanctuary 
designation. It sits nestled between the Channel Islands and 
Monterey Bay sanctuaries. Including this coastal region in 
the sanctuary system would provide an important connected 
stretch of coastline essential to the wellbeing of a wide 
variety of aquatic mammals, birds and other sea life. A 
healthier ocean benefits all of the species, including humans, 
that depend on it for their lives and livelihoods.” 



 

Let’s Bridge the Gap between the Sanctuaries 

 

Potential Benefits listed in the Economic Report 

Direct: 

• Infrastructure such as new offices, program facilities, such 
as, Channel Islands research center at UC Santa Barbara 
and Monterey Bay Visitor’s Center in Santa Cruz. 

• Regulations that restrict activities such as offshore oil 
development and provide opportunities for research, 
monitoring, education and new partnerships for 
sustainability. 

Indirect:  

• Increased research funding 

• Increased tourist revenues 

• Better management of natural resources 

Estimated Economic Impact for San Luis Obispo County: 

• $23 million dollars annually 

•  600 new jobs 

 

Sources of Revenue and Jobs listed in the Economic Report 



• Government expenditures on Sanctuary offices, staff, and 
infrastructure, added research funds raised by Sanctuary 
staff 

• Sanctuary Research Funds raised by local NGOs and 
faculty 

The report states on page 12 the California Polytechnic State 
University and Morro Bay National Marine Estuary (one of 
only 28 EPA-supported Estuaries in the nation) could 
become anchors for the research and monitoring that 
accompany Sanctuary designations and attract significant 
outside funding. 

• Increased coastal tourism and associated business 
revenues (due to both market signaling and improved ocean 
and coastal resource stewardship) 

• (Potential) Increased property values, property taxes, and 
business, local, state and federal tax revenues from 
Sanctuary proximity 

Conclusions listed in the Economic Report 

• The authors took a conservative approach to estimate 
potential new revenue and jobs possible for San Luis Obispo 
County.  

• Much of overall economic impact from a new Central Coast 
Sanctuary will depend upon the extent to which: 

• Sanctuary staff aggressively market unique natural, 
cultural, and historic resources as key to preservation 
and education 

• Local tourist industry markets the Sanctuary 

• Academics and NGOs leverage Sanctuary for research 
funding 

• Amounts of funding forthcoming from Federal 
Government 



• Sanctuary policies lead to tangible improvements in 
coastal ecosystems. 

As the report states on page 7, “Since National Marine 
Sanctuaries permanently prohibit oil and gas drilling and 
development, they remove the risks---and associated 
economic costs---of any potential environmental damages 
these activities might cause.” 

 

Conclusion 

We notice that increases in Tourism was perhaps the authors 
most conservative sector analysis by estimating an 
additional increase of visitors by only 5 per cent adding 
directly and indirectly a total of $18,245,014 and 550 jobs. 
Analysis could have included 7.5 per cent and 10 percent 
increases as they are also most likely. 

Of great importance is the proposed Central Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary will not result in decreases in income form 
commercial fishing or harbor business. It is proposal 
organizers intention is that the designation document when 
drafted shall have no impact on treaty fishing rights, and 
these rights shall not be modified, altered, or in any way 
affected by the Sanctuary, and the designation document 
shall further stipulate that the Sanctuary shall impose no 
future regulations upon commercial or recreational fishing. 	  

•The boundaries of the sanctuary would not include harbors. 

• No additional fishing regulations will be established by the 
proposed marine sanctuary. 

For more information please read about the Sanctuary 
Nomination Process in our October 2014 article in the SLO 
Coast Journal.  


