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January 6, 2015 
 
William Douros 
West Coast Regional Director 
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
99 Pacific Street, Suite 100F 
Monterey, CA  93940 
 

RE: Support for Chumash National Marine Sanctuary Nomination 
 
Dear Mr. Douros: 
 
I write on behalf of the California Coastal Commission in support of the nomination of the Chumash 
Heritage National Marine Sanctuary offshore San Luis Obispo and northern Santa Barbara Counties.  
These waters have nationally significant marine, geological, biological and cultural characteristics, 
including abundant populations of diverse marine mammals and fish species, sensitive benthic habitats 
and kelp forests, major oceanic upwellings, and areas of unique beauty and cultural significance for the 
region’s indigenous peoples.  There is also significant public support for the designation of coastal waters 
from Santa Rosa Creek to Gaviota Creek as a National Marine Sanctuary, reflecting a growing consensus 
that the marine waters off the Central Coast are worthy of additional study and protection. 
 
National Marine Sanctuary status is complementary with the California Coastal Act policies including 
those protecting water quality, marine and coastal habitats, recreational access, and archeological and 
aesthetic resources.  The Commission and NOAA have a long history of successful partnership with 
respect to coast and ocean stewardship in and around the four existing marine sanctuaries in California. 
Integrated coastal management also will be increasingly important as we move forward with climate 
change adaptation, including addressing sea level rise and ocean acidification, proposed desalination 
facilities, coastal erosion and a whole host of related challenges.  Sanctuary status enhances coordination 
efforts, scientific research relating to marine ecosystems and conditions, and funding opportunities. 
 
Should the current proposal move forward, the Commission is prepared to support the effort in a 
collaborative manner that furthers both state and federal goals.  This review will include coordination and 
review between NOAA and the Commission under the Coastal Zone Management Act for the 
establishment and management of any new or expanded National Marine Sanctuary.  We look forward to 
our on-going shared management and protection of California’s marine waters, including potential 
designation of a new marine sanctuary.  Please let me know how my staff or I can be of any further 
assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
CHARLES F. LESTER 
Executive Director 


